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The Morley-Minto Reforms

With the internal changes in the Congress during the opening
years of the present century and the steady growth of ' Extremism'
it is not possible here to deal Officially the Congress adopted
the ideal of colonial self-government within the British Empire -,1
but there were impatient elements bent upon securing freedom
through violence. Lord Minttr and Lord Morlcy3 dealt with this
difficult situation with courage and imagination. ' Law and
Order' were maintained with a firm hand, but measures were at
the same time adopted for the introduction of a further instalment
of reforms.

In 1907 two Indians were admitted to the Council of India.
In 1909 Sir S. P. (later Lord) Sinha was appointed to the
Governor-General's Executive Council as Law Member. No new
legislation was required for these changes, although considerable
opposition had to be encountered.4

Neither Lord Minto5 nor Lord Morley0 thought it possible
to introduce * representative government' in India ; but both of
them were anxious to ease the situation created by Lord Curzon.
In 1906 Lord Minto appointed a Committee of his Council to con-
sider the problems arising out of the growing aspirations of the
educated classes in India to take a larger part in the administra-
tion of the country. A tentative project of reform7 was then cir-
culated to the Local Governments and laid before Parliament with
the approval of the Secretary of State in Council. On receipt of
replies from the Local Governments the Government of India
reviewed the situation and formulated revised proposals.8 The
views of the Secretary of State on these proposals were explained
in a despatch dated November 27, 1908, and expounded by Lord
Morley in a speech delivered in the House of Lords0 on
December 17, 1908. The Bill embodying the proposals of the
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